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There was a long lull in the war. Something even
worse came to decimate the Serbian population, and
that was the frightful typhus epidemic of 1915. The
wounded recovered or were invalided out. The hospi-
tals became full of typhus patients. Alexander was
less a soldier than an inspector of hospitals. All his
energy was given to combating the disease. His own
health was not very good. He had a grumbling
appendix and chronic violent indigestion. About the
same time he began to notice that he was getting short-
sighted. But he had no time to attend to these troubles.
He did not admit that there was anything the matter
with him.

Except that he had become rather heavier in the
face, he looked very well. But when the war was
resumed on this front it put a very heavy strain upon
him.

Secretly the Austrians were trying to get a separate
peace with Serbia. It is a pity it was not arranged,
because one separate peace must infallibly have led to
others. Russia had no cause for quarrel once the
independence of the Balkan States was guaranteed.
France and England did not wish to prolong the blood-
shed one day longer than was necessary to obtain an
honourable peace. But the Serbs could not seem to
desert their allies, least of all Russia. On the zjtd of
August, 1915, at Nish, the Serbian parliament voted
for the continuance of a war of liberation and there-
upon the government rejected the Austrian overtures
for separate peace.

Not the Austrians but the Germans answered that
renunciation, the German general staff, the redoubtable
Mackensen. If the Austrians could not cope with the
wretched Serbs the Germans would take the matter in
hand. At the beginning of October, Mackensen
launched his great offensive. The Bulgarians saw their
moment to take revenge for their humiliation in 1913,
and they allied themselves to the Central Powers,